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Hacked!
Letter from the Editor:
You may have noticed that theotherpress.ca is down. No, it’s not an early April Fool’s prank—over the reading 
break, our website was hacked.
One of the most frustrating things about being hacked 
is that it seems so pointless—from what we’ve been 
able to determine, our website was taken over by some 
anonymous hacker looking to build some hacker street 
cred by showing that he could hack our site and make it 
link back to his hacker Facebook page. Much like when 
my car’s window was smashed and the thief took nothing 
but a scratched, burnt CD, this attack probably didn’t 
significantly benefit the perpetrator—and it causes major 
hassle for a number of people who will take days to 
restore our site (and for the hard-working writers, editors, 
illustrators and photographers whose work is suddenly no 
longer available for viewing).
Alas, what’s done is done. We hope to have our website up 
and running in the next week or two, and will take extra 
measures to avoid being hacked in the future. Dying to 
read The Other Press? Guess you’ll just have to take extra-
good care of that sweet print version in your hands.
Sharon Miki
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TED world conference 
to come to Vancouver 
in 2014
By Aidan Mouellic, Contributor
Every year in Long Beach, California, the brightest 
minds from the technology, 
entertainment, and design 
sectors gather to discuss the 
latest and greatest developments 
within their fields at the annual 
TED world conference. The 
highlight of the annual TED 
conference are the 18-minute 
talks that brilliant minds give 
on ideas they wish to share. The 
TED conference is essentially 
the Olympics but for the mind, 
and instead of medals your 
performance is measured in the 
amount of YouTube views/likes 
you receive. The popularity of 
the online TED talks has made 
the TED conference the place to 
be for academics and celebrities 
alike. In 2014, TED will be 
celebrating its 30th anniversary 
of spreading innovative ideas.
To celebrate this milestone, 
the people at TED are moving 
their 2014 world conference 
to Vancouver and Whistler 
between March 17 and 21. 
The main portion of the 
conference will be held at the 
convention centre downtown 
in Coal Harbour. Whistler 
will be hosting a simulcast 
at the Fairmont hotel of each 
Vancouver talk and the hotel 
will also be hosting a TEDactive 
conference where delegates will 
discuss topics relating to the 
sorts of activities that go on in 
Whistler. 
Residents getting excited 
at the thought of attending 
the conference and rubbing 
shoulders with the world’s most 
elite minds should likely start 
saving immediately. Tickets for 
the conference are $7,500, and 
there are only 1,200 available. 
To make matters worse for the 
proles of Vancouver, attendees 
must fill out an application 
to attend the TED conference 
and explain why they deserve 
to be in attendance and also 
explain how they will make the 
world better. At a previous TED 
conference held in Scotland, 
attendees who had to pay $6,000 
to attend also had to disclose 
what their occupations were and 
their major accomplishments. 
The applicants then had to 
provide two references along 
with three websites that 
discussed who they were and 
what they were known for. 
Needless to say, the TED 
conferences are not for your 
average Vancouverite. On 
the bright side, it will all be 
rebroadcasted for free online. 
For a week in 2014, the 
average IQ of Vancouver will 
be significantly higher and 
since the city hosted the most 
physically capable individuals 
from around the world back in 
2010, it is only fitting to host 
the most intellectually capable 
people in 2014—even if once 
again the average citizen won’t 
be able to participate in the 
festivities.
www.theotherpress.ca
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Last week I spoke with BCNDP 
hopeful for the riding of Coquitlam-
Burke Mountain, Barry Lynch. 
Below is an excerpt of the 
conversation and choice quotes from 
the candidate about his political 
history and campaign.
In late 2012, Barrie Lynch announced that he intended 
to transition from municipal 
politics, after being a city 
councillor in Coquitlam for nine 
years, into provincial politics. 
One of four nominees to run 
under the NDP banner in the 
upcoming May election, Barrie 
hopes that being a long-time 
resident of the riding and his 
broad history of careers—such 
as working as a paramedic, 
auxiliary police officer, and 
in trade unions—will make 
him the top choice for the few 
hundred BCNDP members 
making up the electorate of the 
riding association nomination 
meeting on March 3.
OP: What is your assessment 
of Douglas Horne, the current 
Coquitlam-Burke Mountain 
MLA, and his performance?
BL: Doug came in with no 
political experience, so I think 
he had a steep curve. I think that 
when Ian Black [former MLA] 
was around, he had a mentor. 
I know they had their offices 
together. I would be a different 
style. I’m definitely out in the 
community more. I think he 
should have a higher profile 
out in the community. I would 
like to hear him speak out about 
more issues... He was very close 
to Gordon Campbell and the 
philosophies that Campbell 
had. They’re different than my 
philosophies.
What about Christy Clark’s 
performance thus far?
Clark was my MLA. She’s a 
very capable person, but our 
philosophies aren’t aligned. I 
am somewhat surprised that 
she hasn’t performed at a higher 
level—you never know until 
someone is in that position. She 
came in after Campbell and 
after you have a party that is 
so blatant about things like the 
HST, where they say they’re not 
going to do it and then they do it 
right away, selling off properties 
the provincial government 
owns—saying one thing and 
doing another. It’s pretty hard 
to build up credibility. She came 
in at a time when the credibility 
of the Liberals is low and she 
hasn’t been able to do anything 
to change that.
On municipal politics.
Coquitlam is the only place I’ve 
been involved in politics. Last 
election I was of the opinion that 
there needed to be a change of 
the mayoral seat. I ran against 
the mayor and I didn’t beat him, 
obviously, because I’m not the 
mayor, but it’s an interesting 
process. I wish the outcome 
had ended differently but I still 
believe it was the right decision 
to run at the time.
On nominee Joe Keithley.
Joe Keithley announced [his 
intentions to run] just before 
I did. He wanted to run in 
Burnaby, which makes total 
sense. A strong thing for me is 
the fact that I live in this riding. 
I live in New Horizons. I have 
since 1980. I think people who 
live in the community, who’ve 
grown up in the community, 
who are active in the community 
just have a better understanding 
of what it’s all about. I couldn’t 
imagine me saying ‘I’m going 
to go run in Burnaby’ because 
I don’t know a whole lot about 
that area.
On transportation.
I think [the Evergreen Line] 
needs to go all the way out into 
the [Fraser] Valley. You want to 
encourage people to get out of 
their vehicles more than force 
them out. Tolling is forcing 
people out. You make them 
pay more to drive but if they’re 
provided with an alternative, 
that’s an issue with supply. I 
think a lot of people, if they had 
a convenient bus service or train 
service, would like to use that 
instead of driving their cars all 
the time. People are becoming 
more environmentally sensitive. 
A chat with Barrie Lynch
Barrie Lynch
Photo courtesy of www.musiklararen.se
Vancouver conference attracts smart people
In 2014, TED will be celebrating its 30th 
anniversary of spreading innovative 
ideas.
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Weekly geopolitical events 
By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
Africa: (South Africa) South 
African president Jacob Zuma 
called for “unity in action” 
during his state of the nation 
address in Cape Town last week, 
calling for an end to rape and 
other malicious acts of violence 
which are rampant across the 
country. Government figures 
show that around one in 36 
rape cases are reported in the 
country and last year alone 
65,000 sexual offences were 
committed in the country. Last 
week, a 17-year-old woman 
was found at a construction site 
in the nation’s capital barely 
alive after sustaining a horrific 
attack in which she was raped 
and brutally maimed. The 
story has gained nation-wide 
popularity and criticism on how 
South Africa’s government is 
dealing with the growing and 
widespread problem.
North America: (United States) 
US Airways and American 
Airlines announced last week 
that a merger worth $11 billion 
will occur between both airlines 
to create the largest airline 
company in the world. US 
Airways CEO Doug Parker 
will be taking over the newly 
merged company, with US 
Airways shareholders owning 
28 per cent of the company and 
72 per cent of American Airlines 
shareholders owning the rest. 
Both companies have been hit 
with financial difficulties like 
many other North American 
airlines in recent years, with 
American losing a supposed 
$12 billion over the past decade. 
The new company will employ 
94,000 workers and will boast 
almost 1,000 planes.
(Mexico) Officials in Chicago 
have listed Mexican drug lord 
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman as 
the city’s public enemy number 
one—a first for the city since 
the prohibition era’s notorious 
gangster Al Capone. El Chapo, 
who is responsible for being in 
charge of both the Sinaloa cartel 
and a massive portion of the 
continuing drug cartel violence 
in Mexico, is believed to be in 
hiding in a mountainous range 
in western Mexico. According 
to the federal Drug Enforcement 
Agency, Chicago is a major hub 
for the cartel to operate and 
distribute drugs from to the rest 
of the United States due to the 
size and geographical location of 
America’s third largest city. 
Asia- Central & South: (India) 
French president Francois 
Hollande, along with several 
members of his cabinet and 
French business leaders, made 
a visit to New Delhi last week 
to begin pushing trade talks 
around nuclear power and the 
sale of French-built fighter jets. 
Hollande is lobbying for the 
sale of 126 Rafale jets to India’s 
growing but aging air force at a 
price tag of $12 billion and for 
French company Areva to build 
a 9,900-megawatt power plant in 
the western state of Maharashtra 
worth $9.3 billion. Officials in 
India said no agreements would 
be signed during Hollande’s 
visit but would be examined in 
greater detail.
Europe: (Iceland) The Icelandic 
government is considering 
imposing a ban on Internet 
pornography in the country. The 
ban would include prohibiting 
its citizens from using credit 
cards to purchase sexually 
explicit material on the Internet. 
Currently, the government 
has placed a ban on printing 
and distributing pornography 
in Iceland and among the 
European countries. England is 
the only other country that has 
considered imposing such a law. 
“We have to be able to discuss 
a ban on violent pornography, 
which we all agree has a very 
harmful effects on young people 
and can have a clear link to 
incidences of violent crime,” 
interior minister Ogmundur 
Jonasson said. In 2010 Iceland’s 
government implemented a ban 
on strip clubs during a highly 
controversial move in which 
they argued such establishments 
have harmful effects on women 
in the Nordic country.
Middle East: (Iran) Imposed 
images of Iran’s new Qaher-313 
stealth fighter flying high above 
a mountain range in the country 
appeared on the Internet last 
week, creating fierce criticism 
among political experts. The 
prototype warplane, which is 
replicated from the American 
F-35, is currently in its research 
and development stage, and 
according to critics is incapable 
of flying due to its small size 
and lack of structural materials. 
Several Iranian bloggers noticed 
the image of the plane in flight 
to be identical to an image of the 
plane taken during its unveiling 
earlier this month in Tehran.
World recap: February 11-15
Iran Unveils First Domestically-Designed Fighter, Jet Qaher-313 | Photo courtesy of www.leaksource.wordpress.com
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Phased-out tender 
sought after to help 
those in need
By Caitlin Van Den Brink, 
Contributor
With the penny no longer in production and scheduled 
to be collected and phased-out 
over the next few years, charities 
across Canada are holding 
penny drives to help people 
empty their houses of the little 
copper coins by sending them to 
a good cause. 
If you’re like most people, 
you have them collecting in 
your pockets, hiding between 
seat cushions, and gathering 
dust in some jar at the back of  
your closet. Overall, the recently 
abolished one-cent coin is seen 
as useless and a waste of wallet 
space by Canadians.
Many charities, however, 
think otherwise.
Tim Horton’s is encouraging 
coffee lovers to help send 
disadvantaged children to 
summer camps. Until February 
24, the company is asking that 
Canadians give their pennies 
to its Children’s Foundation by 
dropping the coins off at any 
Tim Horton’s location.
Canadian Tire is also 
holding penny drives at select 
stores for its Jumpstart Charity, 
which gives children a chance to 
enroll in sports and recreational 
activities when they might not 
otherwise have the chance. 
Many local organizations 
are also hosting their own penny 
drives, including the Maple 
Ridge Hospital, the Sunshine 
Foundation, which supports 
children with disabilities, 
and the Tapestry Foundation 
for Health Care, which helps 
families of those suffering from 
dementia.
Free the Children, a 
charity based out of Toronto 
which supplies drinking water 
to children in developing 
countries, is hosting a penny 
drive which has so far raised 
more than $70 million—or 
enough money to supply 
more than 28,000 people with 
fresh drinking water. With the 
help of RBC, the charity has 
recently completed a week-long 
campaign where Canadians 
could drop off their pennies, 
wrapped or not, at any RBC 
branch. 
“We’re encouraging 
Canadians to be creative with 
their pennies… hold office 
penny drives, dip into coin jars 
and piggy banks, look under 
the couch,” said Dave McKay 
group head of Personal and 
Commercial Banking at RBC.
Charities make every last penny count
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Vancouver General Hospital (VGH) has begun 
making use of new medical 
technology to cut down on 
patient infection rates, with 
both additions to VGH’s 
germ-fighting arsenal proving 
effective thus far.
One of the new methods, 
developed by Vancouver-
based Ondine Biomedical, 
involves applying a special gel 
to the inside of a patient’s nose 
before shining a red light into 
the area, killing bacteria inside. 
The painless five-minute 
procedure’s worst side effect 
to date, as noted by Dr. Titus 
Wong, is, “a mild irritation in 
the back of the throat.” Wong 
also mentioned the benefits of 
the procedure (called photo 
disinfection), saying, “It is 
not subject to any type of 
drug resistance and it doesn’t 
develop drug resistance.”
During the photo 
disinfection’s trial run, VGH 
reported a reduction in 
surgical site infections from 
85 to 50, and cases of re-
admissions due to infection 
from four to 1.25 a month on 
average. The new technology 
also cut the length of time 
patients spent in the hospital 
in general, providing the 
hospital with the ability to 
perform 138 more surgeries 
than would have been possible 
otherwise. While the program 
costs approximately $500,000 
to run, it saved the hospital 
$1.9 million.
The other disinfection tool, 
currently in a five-month pilot 
project phase, is a 5’4” robot 
called the TRU-D SmartUVC. 
Popularly described as a tall 
R2-D2 with long glowing 
tubes for a body, the UV-light 
emitting robot operates by 
being wheeled into a room (it 
cannot move independently) 
and then being activated via 
remote control. The room will 
then be bathed in ultraviolet 
rays for 15 minutes to an 
hour. While the unit delivers 
additional disinfection, it is not 
designed to be a replacement 
for regular cleaning; the space 
which it is deployed in must 
have been already cleaned.
David Carpenter, 
president of ARAMARK 
Healthcare, Vancouver Coastal 
Health’s contracted cleaning 
company, commented on 
using TRU-D: “We selected 
TRU-D for its proven 
performance and ability to 
destroy superbugs. We are at 
the leading edge of innovative 
infection prevention practices 
in Canada, our training, 
technology, cleaning products, 
and quality assurance 
processes are designed to work 
in close coordination with our 
hospital partner’s infection 
prevention teams.”
Dr. Elizabeth Bryce, the 
medical director for infection 
control at Vancouver Coastal 
Health, was pleased with the 
performance of TRU-D to date. 
“We’ve been very impressed 
with the almost complete 
eradication of organisms, 
even when we take it to high 
concentrations. We hope it will 
decrease the rates of hospital-
acquired organisms like 
superbugs.”
The technology will 
reportedly cost about $100,000 
per unit, and the hospital 
plans to test a similar device, 
PulseRx before making a final 
decision. 
Vancouver General Hospital makes light work of patient 
infections and superbugs
Vancouver General Hospitals new disinfection tool TRU-D SmartUVC
Photo courtesyof DennisSylvesterHurd (Flickr)
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By Savis Irandoost, Contributor
HBO’s fabulous hit show Girls has been my favourite 
show since it first aired in 
early 2012. I actually have 
long, drawn-out, analytical 
debriefings with my friends 
after every episode, and I know 
I’m not the only one. Lena 
Dunham’s (writer, creator, and 
lead actress of the show) star 
is rising in the biggest of ways. 
She’s the only other female that 
has had the Liz Lemon effect 
on other females. I remember 
hearing every slightly quirky 
girl in my life say to me, “I am 
Liz Lemon.” Now all I ever 
seem to hear them say is, “I am 
Lena Dunham.”
“When I think of guilty 
pleasures, I think of something 
I never want to be. But with 
Girls, I feel like this is my life. 
Like Lena Dunham is writing 
about my life,” says Stephanie 
McMaster, a Douglas College 
student. All my writer friends 
aspire to be her. “I think for a 
guy that’s never had a serious 
relationship, or a younger 
guy, who thinks that girls are 
supposed to be models that 
don’t go to the bathroom and 
work out every day, the show 
will be a really big wake-up 
call, especially from all the 
porn they’ve been watching. 
This is what girls are like,” says 
McMaster.
The sitcom is basically Sex 
and the City with younger, 
less glamorous women. But 
don’t let that fool you; this only 
makes them more real and 
relatable. A lot of the success 
associated with the show is 
due to the fact that this subject 
matter wasn’t covered much 
in the past. Everyone wants 
to know what happens after 
college graduation; when you’re 
nowhere near your high school 
counterpart but farther from 
your adult self than you’d like 
to think. These are liberated 
women. Women who drink, 
smoke, have sex openly and 
sometimes strangely, do drugs, 
and make poor decisions. “I like 
that the different characters all 
have a different opinion on what 
sex is. There’s something there 
for everyone. It’s great because 
it’s opening the discussions 
about sex. People can talk about 
it and how they want it, where 
as we couldn’t in the past. It’ll 
definitely be both eye-opening 
for girls and guys,” says 
McMaster. So I started thinking 
about the effect this charming 
little show could be having on 
young people, especially young 
girls, everywhere. Was this a 
warning/disclaimer on what 
not to do? In other words, are 
we living vicariously through 
a safe haven screen? Do we 
love watching other people 
do what we would never 
dream of doing? Or is this the 
catalyst to our secret desires? 
Most importantly, was this 
influencing a generation who 
may not know any better?
“I don’t think the show 
is appropriate for girls under 
the age of 17,” says Cayley 
VanHemmen, a UBC student. 
“Sixteen or older because by 
then you should know what you 
think is right and wrong,” says 
McMaster, “If I was 16, it would 
definitely make me want to go 
out and try more stuff. It would 
have sparked my interest a lot 
more. But people are always 
going to read and watch things 
that are older than what they 
are.”
“Ever since the episode 
with the cocaine, I thought 
about the influence because 
it was so random. You don’t 
really see that often on TV,” says 
VanHemmen. I feel like when 
you see something like that, 
your natural instinct as a human 
being, is to think, ‘oh this must 
be what everyone’s doing. I’m 
a firm believer in that. “But sex 
is on every single show and that 
doesn’t make people have sex 
more,” says VanHemmen. 
However, the girls make 
really bad choices and it looks 
charming and seemingly 
glamorous on them. But that 
doesn’t make it okay in the real 
world. Every single girl on the 
show seems like a real person 
that you probably know. “I 
think what makes the show so 
good is that you identify with 
the characters. You feel their 
ups and downs. Everyone goes 
through things. That’s why 
it’s not a bad influence,” says 
VanHemmen. 
Although relativity is 
good, I wonder if it’s that same 
relativity that would tempt 
young girls into a much older 
lifestyle. That’s the problem 
because the girls are in their 
mid-20s and that seems much 
closer to teenagers than Sex and 
the City did, but it’s really not 
the same age group.
“I think it does affect people 
because when you compare it to 
shows like Sex and the City, it’s 
a lot more realistic. I’ve never 
been able to relate to Sex and 
the City and how accomplished 
and glamorous they are,” says 
McMaster. “Hannah’s sense 
of entitlement is probably the 
worst influence.” However, 
every time somebody does or 
has done hard drugs, it’s spoken 
of in an either nonchalant 
manner or it’s a completely 
hilarious scene. “Hannah is 
going out to do things for the 
story of it. Because she thinks 
she’s supposed to experience 
them. This isn’t necessarily a 
good thing. Plus she usually 
doesn’t want to change. But 
these girls always find a way to 
redeem themselves in the end,” 
says McMaster. 
There were times that I 
watched the show and caught 
myself being intrigued by 
something I wasn’t or wouldn’t 
consider before, but maybe it 
simply brings out your deepest 
desires. I worried that young 
people would be intrigued too at 
a vulnerable age. “In all honesty, 
there were elements to the crack 
episode that were intriguing to 
me,” says McMaster. “I think 
when you’re young you think 
you’re invincible and that it is 
glamorous to do those things. 
So it’s the right time to make 
mistakes, so long as you keep 
trying to grow from them.” 
It’s all just a little 
disconcerting because it’s not 
my informed, adult friends that 
I’m worried about; it’s everyone 
else. “It’s just like anything else. 
You have to take it with a grain 
of salt. But I think the show is 
promoting intelligence because 
all of them went to school. 
Maybe their characters aren’t the 
best idea of what you want to 
show 16-year-old girls, but what 
they’ve done with their lives so 
far and what they’re trying to do 
is admirable,” says McMaster.
We’re intrigued by the 
possibilities, but in the end, I 
think the shows saving graces 
are its vulnerable, bad moments, 
sheer outrageousness, and 
constant payoff of consequence. 
The point is, there’s always 
another layer, and it’s never face 
value.
The influence of ‘Girls’ on girls
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By Dylan Jonas, Contributor
In a drunken stupor I preordered Aliens: Colonial 
Marines (released February 12) 
on Steam, and after sobering 
up, realized I irresponsibly 
spent money on a game I had 
previously never heard of. 
Rather than argue with myself 
though, I decided to give the 
game a chance.
In Aliens: Colonial Marines, 
you are, as you may have 
already guessed, a marine in 
space, shooting aliens with 
a gun (what else could a boy 
want?), and that’s about as 
complicated as it gets. But as 
you trek on, you start to notice 
some of the game’s negative 
qualities. Enemy xenomorphs 
glide across or simply fall 
through the floor upon being 
shot. The environments are 
dark, murky, and painful to look 
at. But the worst part, which 
one should notice right away, 
are the controls. When you have 
to look up in the menu how to 
do something more than once, 
like I did, you know something 
is severely wrong. After an 
hour of playing I had to stop, 
knowing if I continued I might 
do something regrettable.
But would I regret that 
action more than buying this 
game? I have to say no. Few 
things in life would be more 
regrettable than paying full price 
for a game of this quality. If you 
see it in a discount bin in a few 
years then maybe take a look, 
but pass on it for now.
By Steven Cayer, Contributor
It seems like there’s a pill for 
everything these days. Most of 
these pills, if not all, have certain 
side effects. Director Steven 
Soderbergh grabbed hold of 
that idea and now we have Side 
Effects (released February 8).
This psychological thriller 
stars a pretty sexy cast: Rooney 
Mara, Jude Law, Catherine Zeta-
Jones, and Channing Tatum. I 
really can’t in good conscience 
tell you the plot of this movie 
because there are so many twists 
and turns that I don’t want to 
cross the invisible line and ruin 
this fantastic movie. All I’m 
going to say is that it’s about a 
woman named Emily (Mara), 
who is depressed with her 
marriage to one Martin (Tatum). 
Naturally, she is prescribed pills, 
and they begin to have certain 
side effects.
One of the things I loved 
about this movie was the pacing. 
Throughout the entire movie I 
never thought about anything 
else other than what was 
happening at that moment right 
in front of me. Soderbergh keeps 
us guessing in more ways than 
one in the fact that he’s saying 
this might be the last movie he 
directs.  If the fact is true, I am 
happy that Side Effects was his 
curtain call.
Aliens: Colonial Mediocrity
‘Side Effects’ may 
include your mind 
being blown
By Steven Cayer, Contributor
When I found out about the new City (previously City 
TV) show Seed, which premiered 
on February 4, I thought I’d 
see what they’ve been up to in 
terms of Canadian television. 
Seed is about a guy named 
Harry Dacosta (Adam Korson), 
who had his sperm frozen 15 
years ago. In the present day, 
his supposed donor kids have 
come knocking on his door 
calling him their dad. Right off 
the bat, I’m thinking this sounds 
a lot like the 1999 Adam Sandler 
movie Big Daddy, but I digress. 
After I saw the second episode, I 
thought they could milk the plot 
for a bit.
For me, this would be better 
promoted as a dramedy, rather 
than a comedy, because that’s 
exactly what you’re getting. 
I didn’t care about any of the 
characters, except surprisingly 
for the kids. One good aspect 
the show dealt with were typical 
teen problems. However, once 
I saw the second episode, I 
already felt bored with the 
characters and the story (I said 
they could milk it, I didn’t say it 
was worth milking). Pass on it, 
Canada.
This ‘Seed’ grows too slow
Rooney Mara in Side Effects | Photo courtesy of Barry Wetcher
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Wendy Phillips 
stops by Douglas’ 
Coquitlam campus
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
This Friday, February 22, Governor General’s 
Award-winning writer Wendy 
Phillips will be stopping by the 
Coquitlam campus to talk a little 
about her career and a lot about 
what it means to be a writer. 
Phillips will be in room B2120, 
and the event will be taking 
place at 12:30, perfect timing 
if you’re in-between classes 
that day! In anticipation of her 
stopping by, Phillips spoke to 
us about her life thus far, giving 
us an insight of what to expect 
upon her visit.
“I am from Kamloops, 
BC, and grew up one of four 
daughters of a high school 
teacher and a voice teacher,” 
Phillips starts. “I learned to 
love reading early and always 
knew I wanted to write. I did 
my first degree in Journalism 
at Carleton University in 
Ottawa, and then volunteered 
with World University 
Services Canada as a teacher 
in Lesotho, Southern Africa, 
during the time of apartheid 
in neighbouring South Africa. 
I spent more than five years 
there, teaching, writing, and for 
a year working as a researcher 
and writer for Zimbabwe 
Publishing House in the heady 
early days of independence. I 
met my husband there (a fellow 
Canadian volunteer) and we 
eventually returned to Canada, 
settling on the West Coast.
“I took my teacher training 
at SFU and have taught in the 
Richmond school district since 
1993.” Then came Fishtailing: 
“Fishtailing was written as a 
thesis for the Master of Arts in 
Children’s Literature at UBC. 
It was published by Coteau 
Books in 2010 and received the 
Governor General’s Literary 
Award for Children (Text) in 
2010.”
Fishtailing tells the story of 
four teens struggling with their 
lives. The book changes the 
perspective of the character each 
chapter, and includes poetry to 
define the four characters. But 
before that came a number of 
pivotal moments in Phillips’ life 
that led her down the road of 
creative writing as a career.
“My parents always told us 
stories from their childhood and 
I always had the feeling that a 
place didn’t really exist unless 
a story was woven around it. 
Stories were how I made sense 
of the world. I was an avid 
reader from a young age and I 
used to hike into the hills behind 
my house in Kamloops to write 
stories that did whatever I 
wanted.
“In the early days, it was 
a combination of imagination 
and control, I suppose. Reading 
other people’s stories helped me 
understand the world—history, 
geography, psychology, morality, 
and the human condition. I 
would lose myself in them, 
and the reading experience 
sometimes seemed more real 
than the living experience.
“As I grew older and 
more adept at using words, 
I appreciated the power of 
language to move us, enlighten 
us, and transform us as human 
beings. It seemed to me the 
ultimate power, the ultimate 
beauty. How could I not want to 
write?
 “I’ve been a journalist, an 
English teacher, a librarian, and 
an editor: all jobs that involve 
writing and reading. I find them 
very satisfying, but for many 
years they were so absorbing 
that I stopped serious writing 
on my own. It seemed a little 
self-indulgent when I had a 
career and a family and very 
little free time. I wrote with my 
students, but saw my writing as 
a means of personal satisfaction, 
not something I could do 
professionally.
“My class in Writing for 
Children at UBC changed a lot 
of that. It helped me complete 
my projects, and the class and 
the instructor, Alison Acheson, 
gave me the encouragement I 
needed to send my thesis out 
for publication (it was accepted 
by the second publisher I sent 
it to). Since then, and especially 
since the Governor General’s 
award, I’ve been taking writing 
more seriously. I’ve spoken 
at writing festivals (Shuswap 
Writers’ Festival, the White 
Pine Awards in Toronto, 
Kaleidoscope Children’s 
Literature Conference) and at 
high schools and universities. It 
feels a little strange to be on the 
other side of the podium, but it’s 
something I love doing. It makes 
me feel a responsibility towards 
my writing, too, that keeps me 
going.”
Phillips describes the urge, 
or rather the need, to write in 
such a way that it’s very clear 
writing was in her blood. But we 
all don’t get that urge naturally, 
or at least not right away. So, 
wrapping up the interview, 
Phillips leaves behind some tips 
for students who are thinking 
of following the path of creative 
writing.
“My first advice would be 
to read, read, read, especially 
in the genre in which you want 
to write.  It’s the only way to 
distill the language into your 
brain and to make it yours at the 
subconscious level.
“Secondly, keep writing. 
Most of the stuff we write isn’t 
great, but we have to write it 
down to get to the good stuff. 
Schedule a regular time to 
write, and stick to it. The old 
adage—that success is 1 per 
cent inspiration and 99 per cent 
perspiration—is very applicable 
to writing.  
“Carry a notebook (or a 
phone or a tablet). If you are 
struck by an idea or an image 
or a character, take a moment to 
get it down. Writers often don’t 
have more ideas than people 
who aren’t writers; they just 
don’t let them slip away.  
“Join a group of writers or 
readers who will take your work 
seriously and give you feedback 
from a new perspective. Sharing 
your work makes you look at 
it from a distance. Sometimes 
you get so deeply into your own 
story you can’t see it from the 
outside. If you want others to 
see what you see, you need to 
make it work for them, too.
“Lastly, I would suggest that 
you have confidence in yourself, 
and a thick skin. It’s not easy to 
get published and you’re going 
to face rejection, but the world is 
hungry for new voices and the 
next one just might be yours.”
The heart of a writer
Wendy Phillips | Photo courtesy of www.canadacouncil.ca
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Art Spiegelman’s ‘CO-MIX’ 
exhibit now on at the 
Vancouver Art Gallery
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Whether you’re a lover of all things comics or just 
someone who enjoys great 
art, the newest exhibit at the 
Vancouver Art Gallery has 
something incredible to offer 
for everyone. The new exhibit, 
entitled CO-MIX: A Retrospective 
of comics, graphics, and scraps, 
features an overwhelming 
number of pieces spanning the 
career of Art Spiegelman, best 
known for his Holocaust epic 
Maus, published throughout 
the ‘80s and completed in 1991. 
Much of Spiegelman’s life since 
the series has been spent asking 
the question of whether or not 
he has been living the shadow of 
success, or if he has just grown 
to be an entity of fame, and it 
feels as though that is what’s at 
the core of the exhibit.
It was last Thursday, 
Valentine’s Day no less, that I 
attended a media preview of 
this fantastic exhibit. I’ve written 
a lot about art for The Other 
Press, whether it’s been on or 
off campus, so believe me when 
I say that this exhibit shook 
me. The exhibit reminded me 
why I love comics, why I love 
the mentality behind comics, 
and more importantly, how the 
individual ideas are the ones 
that stick with us internally. 
We all know Batman is the 
greatest thing ever created, but 
in terms of stories, in terms of 
a frame popping out at you, 
or a line striking you—all that 
comes from the great ideas, and 
Spiegelman’s had a couple of 
them, to say the least.
The exhibit spans 
Spiegelman’s career, from its 
dingy beginnings until now. As 
he led us around the exhibit, 
talking in regard to each 
room, he reminded us how 
odd it is for one to be living 
within their fame. How it was 
that he intended Maus to be 
some underground series that 
wouldn’t be as beloved as it 
is today before he was long 
dead—then came the Internet.
  But back to the point, CO-
MIX features several rooms, 
lined to the brim with his work. 
From the scratchy doodles 
of his early years, to original 
frames of Maus issues lined up 
side by side, to his thought-
provoking September 11 pieces, 
to his Garbage Pail Kids trading 
cards, we get to see a little bit 
from every single moment of 
Spiegelman’s long and brilliant 
career.
CO-MIX is unlike just about 
any exhibit the Vancouver Art 
Gallery has ever done. Sure, 
they’ve touched on comics in 
the past, but never to this caliber 
and never close to this much 
respect. Each room, whether 
it’s highlighting Maus, his work 
with The New Yorker, or even 
his less shocking (but equally 
amazing) children’s works, 
gives us a glimpse at a different 
career into Spiegelman’s career.
I don’t want to say too 
much more about the exhibit, 
only because the best way to 
describe it is that it needs to be 
seen. Rather, this exhibit needs 
to be experienced, in order, 
from start to finish, and then 
you need to take a breath, and 
when you’re done, head straight 
to Golden Age Collectables just 
a few blocks away. CO-MIX 
is a beautiful exhibit, and a 
reminder that no matter how 
you get into your career of 
choice (again folks, Garbage Pail 
Kids), eventually something 
magnificent will come of it. Let 
this next paraphrasing reassure 
you, because Spiegelman was 
adamant in stating how the 
Internet now has brought on 
a comic uprising unseen since 
their very beginning—everyone 
with a unique idea has a way to 
get it out there now, and who 
knows where it will lead… 
maybe to your own art exhibit?
CO-MIX was officially 
opened to the public on 
February 16, and will only be 
here until June 9.
The art of Art
Art Spiegelman  photos courtesy of Angela Espinoza
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Soundtrack suggestions 
to help your workout
By Jacey Gibb, Assistant Editor
I’m going to level with you folks for a moment: I think 
working out is one of the most 
boring activities out there. As 
much as I love those feel-good 
endorphins that come with 
spending an hour sweating it 
up next to some strangers, a 
huge deterrent for me is the 
engagement factor—or rather 
the lack of one. I fall under the 
category of people who visit the 
gym and wish for the experience 
to be over as quickly as possible 
so I can continue on with my 
day, indulging myself in all of 
my other self-destructive habits.
So now that you’re a bit 
more familiar with my workout 
ethic, I’d like to share with 
you my key sponsor: music. 
While this may seem like a no-
brainer, the right soundtrack 
can help you set the mood, 
maintain the momentum, and 
give you something to focus on 
besides your growing pit stains. 
Obviously different workouts 
will call for different genres, 
but here are a few of my own 
personal suggestions.
Not surprisingly, my go-
to artist for when I’m at the 
gym is Matt & Kim. For those 
of you unfortunate enough to 
be unfamiliar with this duo, 
think a non-stop onslaught of 
positive pop mixed with catchy 
electronic beats. While I usually 
just put their discography on 
shuffle and let my iPod be, if I 
had to suggest a specific album, 
it would have to be either Grand 
or their self-titled released, Matt 
& Kim. You may also like: Red, 
Yellow, & Blue by Born Ruffians.
Sliding down the electronic 
scale, you’ll find more 
musically-driven tracks and 
fewer songs oriented around 
lyrics. Who needs words 
to relate to when you have 
infectious numbers like those 
found on Glistening Pleasure, 
from the now broken up Natalie 
Portman’s Shaved Head, or Rich 
Aucoin’s We’re All Dying to Live. 
Both albums boast a healthy 
amount of dance tracks that can 
also act as music to run to. You 
may also like: Silent Alarm by 
Bloc Party.
Since the days are gradually 
getting longer and that sunny 
beacon known as summer is 
literally on the horizon, the 
demand for beach jams will 
soon be on the rise. The upside 
to working out to fuzz-rock 
bands is there’s usually less of 
a distinctive rhythm, meaning 
your pace avoids dictation from 
a beat that may be a bit faster 
than you’re comfortable with. 
Cold Warps’ Endless Bummer 
from 2010 is a prime example 
of an album that combines 
jolting dance tracks with enough 
senselessness to make for 
mindless enjoyment. You may 
also like: Guitar Romantic by The 
Exploding Hearts.
If my suggestions thus far 
aren’t enough of an indicator, 
I’m a touch evasive of the 
traditional top 40 playlists that 
usually occupy the speakers 
at the gym. However, even 
I’m a sucker for Calvin Harris’ 
musical smorgasbord 18 Months. 
Fifteen tracks, each with a 
varied approach towards what 
makes an ordinary song into a 
classic clubbanger. If you’re in 
the mood to bro things up, I’d 
also recommend having a bit 
of Andrew W.K. on standby. 
The infamous party guru’s first 
studio album, I Get Wet, may 
already be more than a decade 
old, but when a quarter of the 
songs have the word “party” in 
the title, the album is more than 
capable enough to thoroughly 
pump up even the slowest of 
athletes.
It wasn’t until a few years 
ago that I began to recognize 
how big of an impact the proper 
music can have on the time you 
spend at the gym. Of course, 
what music you have coming 
out of your headphones should 
coincide with whatever mood 
you’re personally in at the time, 
but I can guarantee that any of 
the albums mentioned above 
can help you set the stage for 
any and all upcoming sweat 
sessions.
The practicality 
and comfort of a 
great garment
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer 
Unlike cowboy hats and bolo ties, ponchos are 
a fashionable and practical 
southern style. It is a shame 
that Canadian culture has been 
reluctant to adapt this awesome 
form of clothing in day-to-day 
life. Often associated with Latin 
conquistadors and Peruvian 
mountaineers, ponchos are 
considered a style too hip to pull 
off in urban communities. But 
as Vancouverites we come into 
contact with atrocious clothing 
hourly, and if we are going to 
be avant-garde with our fashion 
sense, we might as well dress in 
something that is pleasing not 
only to the observer, but also to 
the person wearing it. 
From the Andes to the 
Rockies, we all live in the 
perfect poncho environment. 
Subject to unpredictable weather 
patterns, it is always handy to 
carry a poncho in your bag. It 
might sound like a primitive 
garment—after all, how 
effective can a piece of fabric 
be at insulating the body and 
deflecting wind? But there is a 
reason that the poncho is one 
of the few articles of clothing 
that has gone unaltered since 
its creation in Inca culture in 
500 BC. It remains more than 
traditional garb. Its simplicity 
and functionality make it 
perfect for poverty-stricken 
areas. That does not mean it 
is just for hobos; ponchos are 
dignified attire worn by military, 
merchants, and craftsmen alike. 
Imagine spending the day 
in bed, wrapped up in a blanket. 
Unless you are an infant or 
in a coma, you are unlikely 
to have such an opportunity. 
Ponchos are the compromise 
for getting up in the morning. 
A day in one will feel less 
strenuous. For any social event 
with an optional dress code, I 
recommend a poncho. It offers 
the wearer an approachable 
demeanor, a carefree attitude, 
and a nonchalant sagacity. Like 
a person gaining the placebo 
effect of wisdom from putting 
on a pair of glasses, a person 
draped in a poncho will feel 
quiet confidence and comfort, 
one that a dress shirt and tie will 
never offer. So, why not? 
There are countless of 
situations perfect for ponchos. 
During a day at a beach, a 
poncho can keep the sun off 
and double as a blanket. For 
a night in with a movie, a 
poncho becomes the stylish 
alternative to night robes and 
that horrendous invention—
the Snuggie. Camping trips, 
wilderness escapades, dreary 
transit rides, and long road trips 
are all excellent occasions to 
cuddle up or stand proud in a 
poncho. 
Get pumped with these pump up jams
Please and poncho
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The Other Dress:
Douglas College students keep Campus fresh
(For the week of February 11 - 18)
By Aidan Mouellic, Contributor
Photos courtesy of Aidan Mouellic
Name: King 
Cordova-Albana
Describe your style: 
“I tend to be dressy if I have the 
time, I’m usually dressier than 
this.”
Favourite shopping area: 
“Last time I went shopping was 
in London, England and it was 
good. Asia is great too because it’s 
cheap.”
Desired item: 
“A Cowichan sweater.”
Name: Cheshta Rishi
Describe your style: 
“Usually I wear flashy colours and 
I like to contrast them with blacks 
and grays.”
Favourite shopping area: 
“Metrotown, everything is in one 
spot.”
Desired clothing item: 
“A romper in leopard print.”
By Avalon Doyle, Contributor 
Right now, Pinterest is one of the fastest growing social 
media outlets, with a staggering 
10 million unique visitors each 
month. Over 80 per cent of these 
users are women, which begs 
the question: is Pinterest the new 
fashion authority?
Pinterest is a website that 
allows users to “pin” items to 
their personal boards and share 
items that others have pinned. 
The site has become a place for 
many to create wish lists or online 
notebooks for fashion, weddings, 
and recipes. A more interesting 
statistic, however, shows that 
Pinterest has more purchasing 
power than any other social 
media medium, with 69 per cent 
of online consumers reporting 
they bought or wanted to buy an 
item they found on Pinterest.
Gone are the days of females 
with a keen eye for fashion trends 
cutting out items from magazines 
like Vogue, Elle, or InStyle. Now 
it would appear that these 
fashionistas are finding items 
online and pinning them onto 
virtual bulletin boards titled “My 
Dream Closet.” 
The site doesn’t just cater to 
high-end fashion: there are plenty 
of links to thrifty buys and do-
it-yourself pages for the broke 
students who still want to rock 
the latest trends.
“Pinterest has influenced 
the fashion world by making it 
more accessible to everyone,” 
says Natalie Aybars, a Vancouver-
based fashion blogger. “No longer 
is fashion determining the trends; 
people are now determining the 
trends with fashion following 
suit.” One of the reasons Aybars 
believes in the power of Pinterest 
is because it’s fashion for the 
people, by the people. 
Pinterest is also a great way 
to build scrapbooks without the 
mess of scissors and glue. It can 
be for people with impending 
nuptials or even those who just 
want to try a new hairstyle. 
Jessica Hanson, 23, a 
newlywed living in New 
Westminster says she used 
Pinterest to help her plan her 
personal style for her wedding. 
“They have so many good ideas 
for up-dos. I bought a bunch of 
wedding magazines for ideas but 
I ended up going with one I’d 
found on Pinterest,” says Hanson.
The accessibility and ease 
of the Internet gives everyone a 
voice in the fast-moving world 
of smart phones and tablets, and 
it would seem that Pinterest has 
become the style centre for the 
current digital age. “Pinterest is 
an easy way to decipher the most 
immediate fashion trends from 
anywhere,” says Aybars.
So if you’re short on cash 
this month, save the six bucks 
you would have spent on the 
newest copy of your favourite 
fashion magazine and try 
browsing endless pages of great 
ideas for free. Pinterest is online 
at pinterest.com, or available 
in a free app for your Android, 
iPhone, or tablet.
Is Pinterest the new 
fashion authority?
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
The game of beer pong (according to Wikipedia) was fashioned 40 or so years ago by Ivy 
League boneheads with too much time on their 
hands. The activity has come a long way since 
then, now largely played by suburban boneheads 
willing to mess up their parents’ basement 
furniture with spilled lager and crushed ego. 
A decent tournament of beer pong is easier to 
maintain than a piss-up at a brewery, and has the 
potential to be just as awesome.
A proper game of beer pong makes the 
drunken brojocks of the party smile toothier than 
a drunken blowjob. For those weary of drunken 
brojocks (and drunken blowjobs), invite them to 
the game anyway. Watching (semi)grown men 
shuffle their arms overtop arrangements of Solo 
cups is worth the price of admission. You can 
probably even say, without any irony, “do you 
even lift?” to half of these guys and have your 
banter reciprocated. That feels good, right?
Fill your cups with a lager or really fluffy ale 
like Alexander Keith’s. Neither brownie nor bro-
points are allotted to those who swill back quarter-
filled cups of limited edition chocolate stouts and 
you’ll look like a complete knob when you hold 
back the game by belching out your intestines on 
the table. If you’re looking to parade your refined 
taste for craft beer, then your evening is better 
spent fawning over ale selection and overpriced 
nachos at St. Augustine’s. 
Don’t be a dick at the beer pong table. 
Celebratory dances, handshakes, hugs, multi-
step fists bumps, and rear slaps are, of course, 
mandatory but don’t be the pair of losers who 
retaliate against the winning team. Shake their 
hands and acknowledge their victory like a decent 
human being. In my days of underage imbibery, 
sodden by tall cans of Lucky Force 8, I sprayed the 
victor team with lilac-scented (I doubt it tasted like 
lilac) cleaning spray and my co-loser teammate 
proceeded to run across the table and punch a hole 
in the wall. Don’t be us. We were dicks. 
Four types of people around the beer pong table 
and how to beat them
Entry-level bro
Equipped with a sixer of Coors Light Iced T and 
the valorous confidence that comes with being 
assistant captain of his house-level midget hockey 
team, this eager victim of Hollister advertising 
enlists himself in the competition in an earnest 
attempt to be “one of the lads.” You’ll find him 
embarrassingly groping his best bud’s butt 
cheeks by the third round with the intention of 
participating in the pseudo-homoerotic banter 
practiced by his alpha-level idols in the upper 
echelons of “brodom.” Incredibly prone to sexual 
intimidation by the opposite sex (hell, the same 
sex too), his performance is often curbed in the 
throes of rosey-cheeked bashfulness when you 
call him out for staring at your girlfriend’s chest. 
In between rounds, offer to take him outside for a 
Vanilla Primetime—which, if inhaled, will provide 
him with a dizzying niccy-rush that at best, will 
have him puking, or at least throw off his hand-
eye coordination for the next 20 minutes.
Craft beer guy
Either taking the appearance of a geek, a hipster, 
or an Astronomy major, this fellow plays beer 
pong with commendable dexterity but limited 
social ability. If paired with you, this prick will 
expect that you drink most of his 9% ABV Tripel 
Belgian imperial organic unfiltered IPA cups when 
scored against and subsequently brag throughout 
the night that he finished them all in a passive 
aggressive struggle to prove he’s kind of, but not 
really, tough and hard. Avoid teaming up with 
him at all costs. To get his game to falter, goad him 
into an argument by claiming that Granville Island 
and Rickard’s are the best local microbrews or that 
Guinness is the best lager on the market—trivial 
arguments occupy the bulk of his over-gorged 
prefrontal cortex and his motor skills will suffer. 
For added effect, drop a few misquoted Simpsons 
references when his turn to throw comes up 
because he will correct you and thus be further 
distracted. 
“One of the guys” chick
There’s no defeating her by conventional 
means; she’s mastered the craft of being a flirty 
socialite. This isn’t just the girl who deviates from 
marginally-typical gender norms in her hobbies—
she’s unofficially knighted as the jocks’ best lady 
pal. She’s more charming and socially gifted than 
Gregor Robertson loaded up on Valium. Unless 
Julian Casablancas is throwing Ping-Pong balls 
across your recreational furniture, she’s also 
probably the coolest person at the party. Running 
up against her at beer pong is a matter of divide 
and conquer. 
The self-appointed referee 
Flexing his ego through macho posture, mutant 
bicep girth (brought on by creatine bulking and 
steroid abuse), and rule enforcement, the self-
appointed referee and wielder of a twistedly-rigid 
mental rulebook is everyone’s worst enemy at 
the table. If this stereotype takes the form of an 
Engineering major, expect the jackass to bring 
out his measuring tape and make sure your cups 
take the shape of a perfect pyramid. Expect him 
to bring up a made up rule regarding your elbow 
positioning and posture to discredit any cups 
you score. If the game takes place in his resident 
municipality, expect him to hide behind “PoCo 
rules” or some other contrived regulation guided 
by over-resolute city boundaries.
To take down this creatine cretin, this whey-
weary charlatan, make him aware of the effect 
that alcohol has on testosterone production. He’ll 
either fuck off altogether or hop on the “guyet” 
and buy a twelver of that wheaty piss marketed as 
Molson 67. Either way, his table presence is kept in 
check.
If you’re throwing a party, you should also 
throw a beer pong tournament. It’s better and 
more inclusive than other recent party favourite, 
flippy-cup. It also requires more skill, a reputable 
ballistic finesse, a refined three-finger jump shot—
flippy cup basically hands your liver’s fate over to 
the bounce of a stupid red cup. Buy a table tennis 
setup or make use of your dining room furniture. 
You should also invite me.
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Between the Sheets 
Fake it ‘til you make it:
three common fake 
orgasms
By Viv Steele, Red Seal Faker
I don’t care how young you are, everyone with YouTube has 
had the pleasure of witnessing 
Meg Ryan and her golden mane 
fakin’ it at the diner across from 
Billy Crystal in the seminal 
rom-com When Harry Met Sally. 
This is the fake orgasm we’ve 
all seen. It’s a classic—her 
face crinkles up, she makes 
the requisite moaning, cooing 
noises, and it all culminates in a 
breathy release. It’s a veritable 
how-to for fake orgasms and 
I’m sure when it came out there 
were plenty of ‘80s ladies taking 
notes.
Then there’s the one we’ve 
all done. The pity-fake, or 
maybe the “I’m tired”-fake. A 
white lie that results in a fake 
orgasm for her and an end to 
whatever uninspired fumbling 
happens to be going on. Maybe 
the problem stems from the 
amount of pressure we place 
on the orgasm during a hetero 
pairing, and particularly on the 
female orgasm; men will fumble 
and obsess, working their hands 
down there like they’re digging 
for change between the cushions 
of a couch. This isn’t a rare 
occurrence: multiple studies 
say about 50 to 60 per cent of 
women have faked an orgasm at 
one point or another.
Faking it isn’t the only exit 
strategy for a failed fornication 
(there’s this thing the kids 
are doing called actually 
communicating with your 
partner), but it is one functional 
option—especially if you don’t 
plan on a repeat performance. 
Even though it’s based on 
lies and deceit (something 
that I’m generally against in 
the bedroom), Meg Ryan’s 
character sums up the strategy’s 
effectiveness: “It’s just that all 
men are sure it never happened 
to them, and that most women 
at one time or another have 
done it, so you do the math.” 
Billy Crystal assures her that he 
could tell the difference, but you 
can see the doubt in his eye, and 
I’m not so sure myself.
You could say that faking 
an orgasm is unethical thing. 
Shouldn’t it be on the woman to 
educate the man on what he’s 
doing wrong, to set him right for 
the other potential women in his 
future? Isn’t it unfair for the man 
to go through life thinking he’s 
a master cocksmith when really 
he’s just a junior journeyman 
or amateur handyman? This 
is where my opinion gets a 
little radical. Sometimes a fake 
escape is the best escape. It’s 
not a woman’s job to coddle her 
man’s ego. It’s not a woman’s 
job to be an all-knowledgeable 
teacher. What might work for 
one woman could really miss 
the mark for another; everyone’s 
different. So, ladies, there should 
be no obligation to have a sticky 
conversation if you just want 
out. If you must, I say, make the 
fake escape. 
However, hope springs 
eternal with a lesser discussed 
third type of fake orgasm. The 
“fake it till you make it” fake, 
the “I’m just gonna scrunch up 
my face and make sexy noises 
and hey, that’s kinda hot, this 
is kinda working for me” fake. 
This is most effective when 
you’ve made some ground 
already—when you’re almost 
there, sometimes starting to 
fake it can send you that much 
further over the edge to the 
magical lost kingdom of climax. 
So that’s my advice for 
this week. Men, if you want to 
know if she’s faking it—ask her. 
Women, if you want to try out 
your acting skills and go for the 
easy exit—do it, but think about 
why you aren’t exploring the 
more transparent option. 
Do you have a question about 
sex or dating? Send it off to sex@
theotherpress.ca to have the answers 
to your queries featured on these 
pages.
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Do humanity’s 
attempts at breeding 
adorability go too far?
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
It seems modern society is all but completely addicted to 
adorability. We all know that a 
large portion of the population 
has declared their hopeless 
devotion to cats, and that trends 
in preciousness overtake the 
Internet in waves (sloths, teacup 
pigs, Ryan Gosling, etc.). We 
cultivate cuteness through 
memes, videos, pictures, and—
although this is not in the least 
bit new—engineering lovability. 
I say that this isn’t new because 
breeding for specific traits is 
something that’s been done to 
death. This is most evident in 
the existence of various dog 
breeds: bloodhounds were 
developed for hunting, bulldogs 
were born for bull baiting, and 
pugs were bred to be the pups of 
royalty. Much as I feel prepared 
to support any and all examples 
of sweetness, the fact that 
humanity’s attempts at genetic 
engineering have faltered so 
frequently gives me some cause 
for concern—even when this 
“engineering” is simply pushing 
for specific characteristics. Is 
the breeding of animals for our 
“Oohs” and “Ahs” another 
example of human selfishness 
and arrogance?
Generally speaking, 
animals that are made to be 
cute aren’t spliced together 
with other genes, nor is their 
DNA altered… perhaps with 
the exception of South Korean 
scientists’ attempts in 2007 to 
create glow in the dark cats 
(although that was for “science” 
—not feisty, fluorescent felines). 
Instead, animals are bred to 
encourage a specific trait, 
whether that characteristic is 
strength, speed, or the ability to 
make a heart melt. In selective 
breeding, the individual 
animals that show a supposedly 
favourable genetic mutation are 
paired with other individual 
animals showing a similar 
mutation. In this way, the 
mutation pervades, with hopes 
that a helpful new breed will 
result. This is how the world 
was graced with the scrunched-
up faces of pugs: as mentioned 
above, they were bred to 
recline in the laps of royalty, 
who apparently had a keen 
appreciation for wrinkly faces.
There’s nothing inherently 
wrong with that push for 
cuteness, except when 
our tampering starts to go 
haywire. Pugs are prone to 
hemivertebrae, or deformities in 
the spine, because of their curly 
tail. Teacup pigs have replaced 
pot-bellied pigs as the favoured 
swine because of their miniature 
size, but they’re reported to 
suffer from such issues as 
heart deformities and digestive 
system abnormalities. 
Basically, we aren’t as 
smart as we think we are. Not 
that humans aren’t intelligent, 
but once we start trying to 
manipulate the physical 
characteristics of animals, we 
get in over our heads. We don’t 
completely understand DNA, 
and the little that we do doesn’t 
really qualify us to tamper with 
it. Even where breeding for 
specific traits is concerned, we’re 
pretty terrible at knowing what 
characteristics to encourage, 
or when enough is enough. 
Perhaps manipulating DNA will 
help us to understand it better, 
but is that even the best way to 
go about learning? 
Sure, humans might be 
gaining understanding about 
how to encourage specific traits 
in animals and plants, and 
maybe someday this knowledge 
will result in a league of super-
humans with super strength, 
speed, and intelligence. Yet 
based on how terrible humanity 
seems to be at manipulating 
nature and the environment—
like the fact that our 
involvement in nature has put 
us on a steep hill called climate 
change, or that our use of 
chemicals, pesticides, hormones, 
and antibiotics tends to 
aggravate rather than ameliorate 
situations—I’d say we should 
be cautious in our cockiness. 
True, we haven’t produced any 
monsters through selective 
breeding, but I don’t think any 
being can really understand 
what genetic mutations are good 
or bad—especially in extremes.
It’s difficult for me to argue 
that we shouldn’t breed for 
specific traits, because I like cute 
things and I cannot lie. Although 
I don’t think we’re all that clear 
on what we’re doing when 
we pursue selective breeding, 
we have made some strides in 
understanding through trial and 
error. The concern shouldn’t 
be to definitively say yay or 
nay to selective breeding, or 
even to genetic alterations. The 
concern should be to know 
what we don’t know and be 
aware of that as we meddle. 
There’s no way to exist divorced 
from nature, and we’re already 
irreparably entwined. Instead, 
we can be more purposeful, 
less arrogant, and maybe find a 
way to produce adorable things 
without bringing sick teacup 
pigs into the world.
Why nationalism 
is necessary for 
internationalism
By Idrian Burgos, Contributor
Internationalism exists as a response to nationalism. 
More specifically, it exists as 
a response to nationalism’s 
perceived evils. With regards 
to ethnic and cultural 
exclusiveness and a low opinion 
of other ethnicities and cultures, 
internationalism advocates 
cosmopolitan attitudes and 
openness. With regards to 
the desire for ethnic-national 
supremacy over others, there’s 
the view of equality of all 
cultures and ethnicities, with 
no single culture dominating 
the rest. The world in its 
entirety is more important to 
the internationalist than just 
a single country, culture, or 
race. They dream of a world of 
peoples and cultures in equality 
and solidarity with each other; 
people interested in further 
understanding each other, and 
fostering respect, tolerance, and 
admiration of other cultures. For 
the internationalist, the world 
in all its variety, diversity, and 
complexity is to be commended 
and celebrated, while any 
type of thinking that promotes 
the exclusive greatness of a 
single culture or nation is to be 
rejected.
In this regard, the 
internationalist is right. That 
is, half-right. An exclusivist 
ideology that endorses one 
nation or culture as the best in 
the world to the detriment of 
the rest is justifiably worthy 
of rejection; however, this 
is seeing only one type of 
nationalism. There is another 
type of nationalism that 
internationalism needs if it’s 
ever going to be effective 
and relevant. This type of 
nationalism grew out of 
historical experiences of 
domination by other countries 
or empires. This nationalism 
sees the preservation of its 
identity from conquerors as 
important, yet it doesn’t wish 
itself to be a conqueror. What 
it desires, coming from past 
experiences, is the maintaining 
of distinct cultural identities 
against threats of extinction, 
either from subjugating 
identities or anti-nationalist 
ideas. It is not a nationalism of 
domination, but a nationalism 
of liberation; one that sees the 
free and uninhibited expression 
of ethnic distinctiveness as 
indispensable in a diverse 
world. It acknowledges the 
complexity and equality of all 
cultures, and the celebration 
of these differing cultures 
as an essential pillar to an 
internationalist world. This 
nationalist would even remind 
the internationalist that 
“internationalism” translates 
to “between nationalisms,” for 
mutual respect.
The problem with 
internationalism is its potential 
to lapse into universalization. 
Seeing all cultures as equal 
holds the danger of forgetting 
the unique particularities of 
each culture, melding them 
into a culture of a bland and 
imprecise nature. The tendency 
to generalize and conflate 
cultures without looking at their 
specific aspects can be found 
in internationalism. Moreover, 
it should be remembered 
that there are types of 
internationalism that are hostile 
to all forms of nationalism, and 
see the world as finally united 
based on a single characteristic, 
whether it be individualism 
or the working class. This 
latent inclination towards 
homogenizing and simplifying 
what is diverse and complex is 
seen in internationalism, and an 
inclusive nationalism is needed 
to prevent such homogenization 
from occurring.
In fact, nationalism and 
internationalism are necessary 
to one another’s existence as 
positive and helpful mind sets. 
To be diverse is necessary to 
prevent becoming narrow-
minded, and to be particular 
is important to block one’s 
self from becoming too 
universalistic. A society that 
accepts and celebrates variety 
effectively needs the best of both 
-isms.
Cultivating cuteness
National pride with international respect
The problem with internationalism is its potential to lapse 
into universalization. Seeing all cultures as equal holds the 
danger of forgetting the unique particularities of each culture, 
melding them into a culture of a bland and imprecise nature.
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By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
In the last few months, I’ve noticed a fashion trend that 
is simultaneously appealing 
and humiliating. Fads like 
UGG boots and pajamas in 
public are far surpassed in 
coziness and mortification by 
adult onesies. The full-body 
cocoons, normally limited to 
babies and toddlers, have seen 
an unexpected rise in popularity 
amongst young adults. I’ve 
seen Facebook friends posting 
photos of their treasures, all 
with a confidence that is both 
admirable and bemusing. I own 
a onesie, and I choose to believe 
that my friends’ compliments 
are genuine envy rather than 
feigned enthusiasm.
As this trend gradually 
takes hold in the hearts 
and homes of young adults 
everywhere, what do students 
think of it? They’re generally the 
target audience, so will onesies 
soon be seen in the streets, or 
will they remain everyone’s 
cozy little secret?
Asked what she thought of 
the onesie fad, Jessica Hartle 
stated, “I think it’s fabulous, 
they’re the most comfortable 
things ever.” 
With regards to wearing 
a onesie in public, Hartle 
suggested that “It depends if 
you want to be serious, or you’re 
joking around. You could wear 
a onesie to a Giant’s game or 
something just to have fun with 
it. But I probably wouldn’t wear 
it to school—it might be a bit 
awkward.”
Similarly, Sara Mirhashemi 
felt that onesies were best left 
at home. She asserted, “I think 
it’s alright if you wear it inside, 
but not when you see people 
wearing it outside, or like, to 
school with their boots.”
Moody Abdul wasn’t 
supportive of the trend, but 
stated that, “I would wear 
a onesie at home. It doesn’t 
matter, whatever’s comfortable.” 
When asked if there should 
be an age limit on onesies, Ravi 
Brar thought that, “No, anybody 
can wear them.”
Meanwhile, Trudy Parnell 
argued that onesies were only 
appropriate for a certain age 
group, and that while they’re 
“adorable on a one-year-old,” 
they shouldn’t be worn by 
anyone over the age of three.
Although the onesie wasn’t 
exactly his style, Josh Wray 
could see the appeal: “I think it’s 
just an all-in-one thing. I think 
it’s just a package of comfort, 
you know? Just sweatpants and 
sweatshirts all put into one.”
Onesies aren’t the most 
attractive apparel around, and I 
must confess to worrying about 
unexpected visitors when I’m 
sporting mine. Nonetheless, 
my onesie has become standard 
garb. If I get home from a hard 
day and want to assert that 
no more cares will be given, I 
throw on my onesie. If I have 
a midterm, and I can’t allow 
myself to devote any time to 
having a good time, my onesie 
forces me to avoid any and all 
contact with the outside world 
while I frantically study. I won’t 
be wearing my onesie out in 
public anytime soon, but I’d say 
it’s a pretty fantastic piece of 
clothing. Especially in college 
life, where studying, sleeping, 
and hangover-curing are a part 
of most people’s wake cycles, 
the adult onesie is the way of the 
future.
What place does 
crudeness have 
in society?
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
We live in a vulgar world. Not to sound like an 
octogenarian, but with the 
ability to express any opinion, 
thought, or image comes 
stupidity, grossness, and 
obscenity. Recently in the 
news, stories have popped 
up about various people 
facing retribution, and even 
imprisonment, for having a 
hand in something shocking. 
I’m decidedly anti-censorship, 
but this brings up an interesting 
question about straight-up 
dirty obscenity and its place in 
society. 
I won’t be writing 
here about protest through 
vulgarity—using shock value to 
make a point is something I can 
support pretty unequivocally. 
For the most part, though, 
vulgarity doesn’t have a 
point. There are not that many 
examples of protest or argument 
through indecency, so obscenity 
of the purposeless variety 
abounds. One could certainly 
argue that we remove the excess: 
scrub free some of the profanity, 
coarseness, and bawdiness, 
making the world slightly 
more pleasant. But can anyone 
really make the argument that 
perpetrators of obscenity should 
be imprisoned? And what or 
who qualifies the difference 
between permissible indelicacy 
and punishable smut?
Obscenity seems to be 
a crime worth fighting all 
over the place. According to 
the Japan Times, Singaporean 
photographer Leslie Kee was 
recently arrested in Tokyo 
“on suspicion of selling photo 
collections containing images of 
male genitalia.” Laws in Japan 
prohibit genitals from being 
exposed in videos and photos 
without pixelation to protect 
innocent and bashful eyes, 
bringing Kee face to face with 
the long arm of the law. 
Similarly to Kee’s arrest, 
Ira Isaacs was also punished for 
obscenity. I’m sure most people 
who had access to some form 
of media or communication 
in 2007 can remember Marco 
Antonia Fiorito’s 2 Girls 1 
Cup. Apparently the film’s 
coprophilia prompted filmmaker 
Ira Isaacs to distribute films that 
mimicked those of Fiorito’s, 
and those distributions recently 
led to Isaacs being sentenced to 
four years in federal prison for 
obscenity.
Although I’ve never seen 
the films, descriptions are 
enough to tell me that Isaacs 
produced some disgusting 
films; few people would 
disagree about that. Despite that 
grossness, I can’t conceive of a 
reason why Isaacs should go to 
prison, especially for as weak-
sauce a crime as fetish porn, 
however stomach-churning it 
is. Compared to Japan’s laws, 
which make genitalia unfettered 
by pixelation strictly verboten, 
there’s a serious point to be 
made about the subjectivity of 
obscenity.
Many artists produce 
art that is at the very least 
controversial, if not obscene. 
Georgia O’Keeffe’s paintings 
provided an abundance 
of controversy, while Brett 
Murray’s painting of South 
African President Jacob Zuma 
and his penis had critics up in 
arms (the painting was titled 
“The Spear”). There are many 
more vulgarities in-between, 
and still more to come. Yet 
there are different degrees of 
obscenity, and the perception of 
what is acceptable varies from 
person to person. Giovanna 
Plowman’s recent infamy as 
the Tampon Girl is clearly off-
putting (although she hasn’t 
been arrested yet). Then you 
get to more controversially 
“shocking” people: some may 
think Quentin Tarantino is a 
genius, while others might think 
he’s simply sick. Opinions of 
what is acceptable will differ, 
and so opinions about obscenity 
shouldn’t have bearing in the 
justice system.
Isaacs’ films aren’t exactly 
oeuvres, Kee’s un-pixelated 
penises don’t really serve a 
purpose, and the Tampon Girl is 
simply inexplicable. But there’s 
no way for society to regulate 
what’s appropriately shocking 
and what’s a punishable 
offence, and I don’t think its 
even society’s responsibility. 
The world is hugely coarse 
and crude, but it’s important 
to recognize that coarseness 
is an inherent part of there 
being billions of people in the 
world. Obscenity is certainly 
unpleasant and generally 
unnecessary, but we can’t all be 
“appropriate” all the time. To 
attempt to regulate action and 
expression based on something 
as subjective as a disgust-o-
meter, and to go so far as to 
censor or punish those who are 
too obscene, is ludicrous. I’d 
rather put up with the harmless 
bit of obscenity that is in this 
world—choosing to shield 
my eyes from 2 Girls 1 Cup or 
the Tampon Girl, of course—
than put up with limitation of 
expression, however vile that 
expression might be.
School of Thought: Onesies for all, or only for one-year-olds?
Lean, mean, obscene machine
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The pros and cons of a 
mid-semester break
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer
Show of hands—how many of you actually spent the 
study break studying? Don’t 
feel guilty if you avoided the 
books and assignments for a 
week; you’re not the only one. 
Most of us used the break in the 
traditional sense: as an actual 
break. Sleeping until noon, 
catching up on our favourite 
television shows, and seeing 
the long-forgotten faces of our 
friends and family. Some even 
tried to sneak in a vacation or 
go on a trip, but for those who 
weren’t successful in being 
productive, how effective was 
the study break? Would it have 
been more beneficial to keep the 
ball rolling and get the semester 
over with?  
It’s easy to say at the 
beginning of the break that 
you’ll harness the motivation 
to get ahead, but odds are 
the battle will be lost to 
procrastination. Maybe you’ll 
sneak a few hours of reading 
and writing, but students 
are creatures of habit, and a 
schedule is hard to develop 
during a week-long break. 
The daily school routine keeps 
the momentum going for 
students. Remember the first 
week of school, getting the first 
assignment, and the will to 
accomplish it? The study break 
might seem like a delightful 
opportunity for leisure, or to 
get your head above the waves 
of homework, but odds are 
that it is nothing more than an 
academic speed bump, slowing 
the learning process. 
Of course, the fear of 
burning out is always on the 
minds of stressed out students. 
It is flu season after all, and the 
worst-case scenario is falling 
ill and behind in lectures. For 
those who have been caught 
under the weather, the study 
break will be more of a recovery 
period. Therefore, they should 
avoid any strenuous activities 
altogether and be responsible in 
recuperating. 
To call it a “study 
break” implies that there are 
assignments due and deadlines 
to be met. Some teachers 
and professors take the extra 
measure, supplying more 
homework to keep students 
busy. The reason administration 
incorporated the break into the 
semester was for students to 
find the balance between rest 
and work. It is important that 
all parties (students, teachers, 
and parents) understand the 
strain of education. A study 
break shouldn’t be one long 
cramming session, or a non-stop 
celebration. Ask any athletic 
trainer what is the most vital 
part of working out, and they 
will likely tell you that it’s the 
recovery afterward. Rest and 
proper nutrition are disciplines. 
And so it goes with learning: 
the study break might feel 
like two steps backward, but 
it is all a part of the process. 
Take a breather, have a stretch, 
and return to school with a 
rejuvenated outlook on your 
goals and accomplishments. The 
school year is not a sprint—it’s 
all a long hike up the academic 
Alps.
It’s high time to rid 
ourselves of the sexist 
language that hides in 
our everyday speech
By Roma Ilnyckyj, Contributor
One blustery day last year, my boyfriend and I 
whipped into a restaurant for 
lunch. We both had our hoods 
on, and scarves up to our 
ears. The host greeted us with 
an enthusiastic “Hi ladies!” 
When she realized that Brian 
was, in fact, not a “lady,” she 
sputtered a red-faced apology 
that continued until she brought 
us to our table. Sadly, if she had 
said “Hi guys!” instead, she 
wouldn’t have given it a second 
thought. Few people do. The 
tendency to address mixed-
gender groups with the word 
“guys” is so pervasive in our 
speech that it’s almost inaudible. 
And that’s a problem. 
The general argument in 
defence of “guys” as a catch-
all term is that the word has 
evolved to a point where, when 
used to address a group, its 
meaning is no longer exclusive 
to males. We have communally 
adopted this term because 
English is sorely lacking in a 
second-person plural pronoun 
(in other words, there’s no 
plural “you”). The problem 
with this, as gender theorists 
Kleinman, Ezzell, and Frost 
point out, is that “you guys” 
is a false generic; “guy” means 
“male,” not “person.” “You 
guys” is a gendered term 
masquerading as an equalizer, 
and it erases the female presence 
within a group. 
Erin McKean, founder of 
the online dictionary Wordnik, 
dismisses the complaints 
against “you guys” as a case 
of “peevology,” the study of 
things that annoy people. She 
states that, “‘You guys’ may 
simply make some women feel 
overlooked or ignored.” That’s 
not it at all. It’s not about being 
annoyed or feeling personally 
ignored. It’s about why we, as 
an English-speaking society, 
have decided that the only 
possible solution to the problem 
of our language lacking a plural 
“you” is to grab a specifically 
male term and apply it to the 
whole. The entrenched use 
of “you guys” is one more 
indication that while we’ve 
made great progress towards 
gender equality, we often still 
default to the male. 
We are well on our way to 
ridding English of sexist terms 
like “chairman,” and we’ve 
rejected the use of “he” to refer 
to unspecified people. Yet “you 
guys” thrives, largely because 
people like McKean argue 
that it’s easier than finding an 
alternative. And that, simply 
put, is lazy. Alternatives abound. 
Some of my favourites are 
“folks” and “friends,” but if 
you find those to be too cutesy 
or familiar, my suggestion is to 
stay simple and go with “you 
all.” What do you all think 
about this? It works! And for 
those who feel that “you all” 
is too dangerously close to 
“y’all,” I suggest that you either 
enunciate or research why this 
beleaguered syllable has such a 
bad reputation (it’s something to 
do with classism and racism, but 
that’s for another article).
I get a range of reactions to 
my crusade against over-guying. 
Often, people tell me that they 
agree but don’t know what to 
say instead. It’s a popular topic 
on gender and language blogs, 
so I know I’m not the only one 
who feels this way. But I also 
see a lot of eye rolls. I hear a 
lot of “Lighten up” and “Stop 
being so sensitive.” I’m accused 
of being the “word police.” 
Sometimes there’s simply a sigh, 
accompanied by, “They’re just 
words.” 
Yes, they’re just words. So 
I challenge you—I dare you—
next time you see a mixed-
gender group of friends, wave 
and say “Hi ladies!” Watch what 
impact your words have.
Study break: an oxymoron
Sexism in disguys
Photo courtesy of www.cagepotato.com
The study break might seem like a delightful opportunity for 
leisure, or to get your head above the waves of homework, but 
odds are that it is nothing more than an academic speed bump, 
slowing the learning process. 
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By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
So Joe Flacco finally got his hands on the Super Bowl 
and immortalized himself in 
the minds of Baltimore Ravens 
fans. He’s definitely an “elite” 
quarterback now; MVP of the 
big game, it can’t possibly get 
any better, right?
Hold your horses.
Getting a Super Bowl 
win under your belt is all 
fine and dandy, but it doesn’t 
automatically make a QB elite. 
And if you think it does, I’d 
like to mention the names 
of Trent Dilfer and Brad 
Johnson, and, though I’m sure 
there’s more debate on these 
two, Eli Manning and Ben 
Roethlisberger. A ring doesn’t 
instantly make anyone a great 
spouse, so why should it be 
that way for football? 
Flacco, if nothing else, has 
been consistent throughout 
his career. His stats this year 
are roughly the average of 
what he’s done for the last 
four: 3,817 yards passing, 22 
touchdowns, 10 interceptions, 
59.7 completion percentage. 
Good stats, yes, but great? 
Elite? Definitely not. For 
added measure, the pivots 
closest to him (passing yards, 
and touchdown to interception 
ratio being the key factors) 
are Sam Bradford (3,702 yards 
passing, 21 touchdowns, 13 
interceptions), Matt Schaub 
(4,008 yards passing, 22 
touchdowns, 12 interceptions), 
and Carson Palmer (4,018 
yard passing, 22 touchdowns, 
14 interceptions). Schaub’s 
completion percentage (64.3), 
however, is almost 4 per cent 
higher than Flacco’s so he will 
be dismissed. Now, much as I 
love my Rams, Bradford is far 
from an elite quarterback. He 
may get there one day, but he 
sure hasn’t gotten there yet. 
Palmer, on the other hand, is a 
washed up has-been. His Pro 
Bowl days in Cincy are long 
gone, and I’m sure Raiders 
fans grimace every time they 
think about the king’s ransom 
they paid to get him. With a 
young, struggling signal caller 
and an old man past his prime 
as company, do you really 
think Flacco deserves to be 
counted among the top dogs?
Supporters of Flacco will 
be quick to bring up the fact 
that the game isn’t played 
on paper and stats don’t tell 
the whole story. I completely 
agree. If one were to judge 
how good Flacco is based 
purely on how he played in 
the playoffs, I would say he’s 
definitely one of the best in 
the league. He got hot at the 
right time. But the best are the 
best for a reason; they show 
up for every single game. Flacco, 
however, has a tendency to 
disappear at times. Taking 
the season finale out of the 
equation, he lost three of his 
last four games. The Ravens 
went from being a sure-fire 
first round bye to a wildcard 
spot. One could argue that 
Flacco didn’t play badly in 
those games/he didn’t lose 
the games, but the flipside of 
that is that he sure didn’t win 
them. The top pivots will find 
a way to win, or at least keep 
their team in the game. Drew 
Brees was playing out of his 
skin when the Saints got off 
to a rough start this year. His 
defense was non-existent, but 
Brees made sure his opponents 
looked just as bad. 
Flacco, this year’s run 
aside, has never truly looked 
like a QB who can just take 
over a game. He doesn’t have 
that poise, that confidence, 
that winning aura that the Tom 
Bradys and Aaron Rodgers 
give off. Flacco is nothing 
more than a glorified game 
manager. He’s good not great. 
Until Flacco learns how to 
take that next step, he’ll just be 
another average Joe.  
Joe Flacco | Photo courtesy of www.bloguin.com
Football Fever: Putting up with the Flac-co
With a young, struggling signal caller and an old man past his 
prime as company, do you really think Flacco deserves to be 
counted among the top dogs?
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Hits and misses 
with NHL teams
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
We’re a quarter of the way into the NHL season, so 
let’s take a look at the teams 
that have enjoyed success and 
those that have struggled thus 
far.
The Minnesota Wild 
have had a rough start to a 
highly anticipated year, with 
the additions of forward 
Zach Parise and defensemen 
Ryan Suter in the off-season. 
The two stars came into 
a Minnesota team with 
tremendous pressure on their 
shoulders to instantly make 
the team better. With 14 games 
into the season, the Wild are 
sitting in tenth place with 
a dismal 6–6–2 record and 
14 points. Parise has been 
strong, leading the team with 
seven goals and 11 points, but 
Suter has struggled, going a 
minus-seven in his first nine 
games. The two players—who 
were both signed to twin 
$98-million deals for 13 years 
this past summer—are under 
the microscope in Minnesota 
and will need time to gel with 
their teammates and get used 
to their surroundings. But with 
such a shortened NHL season 
this year, every game means so 
much more.
 With 14 games into the 
season, the Wild are a BUST. 
Expect them to barely make it 
into the playoffs this spring. 
Without a regulation 
loss and a ridiculous 11–0–3 
record and 25 points in their 
first 14 games, the Chicago 
Blackhawks are on a whole 
‘notha’ level in the NHL. After 
falling short the last couple 
of seasons and capturing 
the Stanley Cup in 2010, the 
Blackhawks are off to their 
best start in franchise history. 
Patrick Kane is second in 
league scoring with nine 
goals and 20 points while 
goaltender Corey Crawford 
sports an impressive .935 
save percentage, a 1.65 goals 
against average, and seven 
wins in 10 games. Captain 
Jonathan Toews has 13 points 
and Marian Hossa and Patrick 
Sharp each have 12 points of 
their own. 
With impressive scoring 
and solid goaltending, the 
Chicago Blackhawks are 
looking UNSTOPPABLE. 
Expect the Blackhawks to 
finish in the top three of the 
Western Conference.
Even though we’re only 
a quarter of the way into the 
season, it’s disappointing 
(to say the least) to see the 
Edmonton Oilers struggle 
with such a talented crop 
of young players: Taylor 
Hall, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, 
Jordan Eberle, Sam Gagner, 
Ales Hemsky, Justin Schultz. 
There were a lot of high 
hopes for this team after they 
drafted Russian sensation 
Nail Yakupov first overall 
in last year’s draft. But with 
the Oilers sitting in eleventh 
position in the Western 
Conference with a 6–5–3 
record and 15 points in 13 
games, its beginning to look 
like this will be yet another 
one of those “Edmonton 
seasons.” When will all of the 
pieces come into place?
The Oilers will finish the 
regular season in tenth place 
and miss the playoffs once 
again. BUST. 
What is going on with 
the Los Angeles Kings? The 
reigning Stanley Cup champs 
are off to one of their worst 
starts in history, sitting in 
second-to-last place in the 
Western Conference with a 
5–5–2 record and 12 points in 
12 games. A little bit hungover 
from the Stanley Cup perhaps? 
No one would expect such a 
rough start from this team, 
especially goaltender Jonathan 
Quick, who took home the 
Conn Smythe Trophy as the 
league’s MVP in the playoffs 
last spring. The 27-year-old has 
a poor .891 save percentage, a 
2.70 goals against average and 
a 3–4–2 record. 
Although the Kings are off 
to a tough start, expect them 
to turn it around in the next 
half of the season and finish 
sixth overall in the Western 
Conference. BUST.
Despite the absences of 
both Ryan Kesler and David 
Booth to start the season, the 
Vancouver Canucks are off 
to one of their best starts in 
franchise history—an 8–3–2 
record and 18 points in their 
first 13 games. Secondary 
scoring has been one of the 
most pleasant surprises 
thus far with rookie Jordan 
Schroeder fitting in nicely 
on the second line alongside 
Mason Raymond and 
Jannik Hansen. Raymond 
is off to a tremendous start, 
utilizing his speed and soft 
hands after coming off a 
very disappointing year last 
season where he only scored 
20 points. The goaltending 
tandem of Roberto Luongo 
and Cory Schneider can’t get 
any better, as both goaltenders 
are lighting it up between the 
pipes. Luongo is sporting a 
league leading 1.45 GAA and 
a .943 SV% in his seven games 
played while Schneider has a 
2.62 GAA and a .912 SV% in 
his seven games played.
The Canucks will finish 
within the top three in the 
Western Conference. ON FIRE.
An NHL quarter-mark recap
Roberto Luongo | Photo courtesy of Bruce Bennett/Getty Images
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Miami Heat formula 
goes wrong in LA
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
 
What exactly makes a strong team, and how do you go 
about getting one? In the world 
of sports, the chemistry inside 
the locker room between the 
players is a complicated matter. 
Every player has to be on the 
same page, working together in 
order to achieve a common goal 
and win games. If there are too 
many hotheads that want to take 
charge then it throws the whole 
balance off kilter. It divides the 
team with players listening to 
one leader rather than the other.
Just take a look at the 
LA Lakers, who are a perfect 
example of what can go wrong 
when there are one too many all-
stars on the team. This past off-
season they acquired superstars 
Steve Nash and Dwight Howard 
to join Kobe Bryant in an 
attempt to throw all these shiny 
eggs in one basket and be a 
competitive team that can win 
championships. It was a similar 
move to what the Miami Heat 
did a couple of seasons ago with 
reeling in LeBron James and 
Chris Bosh to join Dwyane Wade 
down south. The move was an 
instant success with the Heat 
advancing to the NBA Finals 
that very year, losing, and then 
advancing to the NBA Finals 
once again in 2012 and taking 
home the championship—a feat 
that made General Manager Pat 
Riley look like a genius and take 
home the NBA Executive of the 
Year award in 2011.
However with a 25–29 
record and a 0.463 winning 
percentage while sitting in 
tenth position in the Western 
Conference through 54 games 
this season, it’s safe to say that 
the Lakers haven’t had the same 
luck as the Heat. They had high 
hopes going into the season 
with expectations of being a 
championship contender this 
year, but instead find themselves 
in the bottom half of the Western 
Conference. Perhaps the Lakers’ 
success is hindered by the lack 
of chemistry between butting 
stars Howard and Bryant.
During an interview back in 
January, Howard told reporters, 
“[Chemistry] is something we 
have to do to get better. We have 
to play like we like each other. 
Even if we don’t want to be 
friends off the court, whatever 
that may be, when we step in-
between the lines or we step in 
the locker room or the gym, we 
have to respect each other and 
what we bring to the table.”
When Howard was out 
with a shoulder injury, Bryant 
increased tensions when he 
publicly stated that the Lakers 
simply didn’t have time to 
wait for Howard’s shoulder 
to heal. With this negative 
comment publicly being said in 
a basketball-crazed city, it puts 
Howard in an awkward position 
with himself and his teammates. 
It just adds to the drama 
between the two egos which 
creates even more of a divide—
something that the Miami Heat 
were lucky to not experience 
with their three stars. There 
have even been trade rumours 
that Howard will be leaving the 
Lakers to join the Boston Celtics 
in exchange for Rajon Rondo 
because of the level of success, 
or rather the lack of, that he has 
endeared in LA.
Looking at this situation, 
would it be possible for this to 
all work out if each player put 
away their pride? If the players 
played the game instead of 
letting their stardom and ego 
get in the way. Chemistry is 
what makes the team. Perhaps 
the Miami Heat just got lucky 
and the Lakers were on the 
other side of the looking glass. 
Regardless, it all comes down 
to the players, the level of their 
maturity, and how much passion 
they have for the game.
Steve Nash, Kobe Bryant, and Pau Gasol | Photo courtesy Matt York/ AP Photo
The worst division 
in the NHL
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer 
Since the inauguration in 1998, the Northwest Division has 
only produced one Stanley Cup 
champion and three Presidents’ 
Trophy winners. From the glory 
days of the Colorado Avalanche 
to the current dominance of the 
Vancouver Canucks, the great 
Northwest has always been 
a one-horse race. Minnesota, 
Calgary, and Edmonton sneak 
into the playoffs on several 
occasions and have been 
memorable contenders, but the 
success was temporary. The 
failures of the division however 
seem permanent. 
It is hard to stay optimistic 
watching each team struggling 
despite improvements. 
Edmonton has collected 
first-round draft picks and 
has developed a team with 
a youthful core, but still no 
notable growth can be seen. 
Meanwhile, Minnesota went 
through some dramatic changes 
adding more of an offensive 
touch with players like Zach 
Parise, Dany Heatley, and Devin 
Setoguchi, but positive results 
haven’t been immediate. 
For Calgary and Colorado, 
both are struggling through 
a period of transition as 
prominent players like Jarome 
Iginla and Milan Hejduk are 
taking on lesser roles in their 
waning days. There’s really 
no surprise that Vancouver is 
waltzing through the shortened 
year with their eyes set on 
another division title, their sixth 
in seven seasons.
For the fans of Northwest 
Division teams, patience is a 
virtue. It is a shame that some of 
the most passionate supporters 
of the sport have to suffer with 
subpar teams. Perhaps there 
is a greater expectation from 
proud hockey fans, but the truth 
of the matter is that the teams 
just aren’t that good. The way it 
looks at the moment, Vancouver 
might be the only team in the 
division entering the playoffs. 
There is a slim chance that 
Edmonton or Minnesota may 
upset another and sneak in, but 
with the stiff competition in the 
Western Conference’s bottom 
eight seeds, the odds are not in 
their favour. 
As of the moment, this is 
good news for Vancouver fans. 
With the majority of the games 
against weaker opposition, the 
Canucks may have the easiest 
route to the playoffs. Then 
again, the spoils of having 
incompetent opponents may 
hinder their chances come do-
or-die games. Teams that often 
do well in the playoffs are those 
that feel the pressure of making 
the post-season. Last year the 
Los Angeles Kings won the 
championship as an eighth-seed 
underdog, so it goes to show 
that no team cruises to glory. 
As weak and pathetic as the 
division looks at the moment, 
the Northwest have made 
the Stanley Cup Finals three 
times in the last 10 years, no 
better or worse than any of the 
other divisions in the Western 
Conference. 
Too many eggs in one basket
North by northwest
It is a shame that some of the most passionate supporters of 
the sport have to suffer with subpar teams.
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The men’s volleyball team was back in action this 
week with back-to-back 
matches against the Capilano 
Blues last Friday, a 3–1 win, 
and Saturday, losing 3–2. 
Despite the loss, the Royals sit 
comfortably in first place with 
a 19–5 record and 38 points 
in 24 matches. This weekend, 
the Royals will be travelling 
to Cranbrook to partake 
in the PacWest Provincial 
Volleyball Championships 
and hopefully retain their title 
as provincial champions. The 
men’s National Volleyball 
Championships will take 
place on March 7–9 in 
Niagara, Ontario. 
The women’s volleyball 
team had back-to-back 3–0 
losses to the Capilano Blues 
this past week and are sitting 
in sixth place, second-to-last, 
in the standings with a 6–18 
record and 12 points in 24 
matches. The women’s squad 
will be travelling with the 
men’s team to Cranbrook this 
weekend to partake in the 
Provincial Championships. 
The women’s National 
Volleyball Championships 
will take place on March 7–9 
in Lloydminster, Alberta.
The men’s basketball 
team were defeated by the 
Quest Kermodes 83–75 on 
Valentine’s Day and lost 
again to the Capilano Blues 
69–54 on Sunday. They are 
currently in fourth place 
in the standings with an 
8–13 record and 16 points 
in 21 games. Next weekend 
they’ll be travelling to 
Victoria for the Provincial 
Championships. The men’s 
National Championships take 
place on March 14–16 in St. 
Anne de Bellevue, Quebec.
The women’s basketball 
team also lost against the 
Kermodes last Thursday 
by a score of 69–58 but won 
against the Capilano Blues 
54–43 this past Saturday. 
They sit at third in the 
standings with a 14–7 record 
and 28 points in 21 games. 
Next weekend they’ll be in 
Victoria for the Provincial 
Championships. The women’s 
National Championships 
is on March 14–16 in Truro, 
Nova Scotia. 
Soccer world rocked 
by scandal
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Fixed, rigged, pre-determined, influenced. 
Pick up a thesaurus and find 
your own favourite word for 
it; soccer has once again been 
rocked by a major scandal. 
Europol has found evidence 
that suggests approximately 
680 games have been rigged 
over the past few years. 
These games even include 
some World Cup qualifying 
matches, European qualifying 
matches, and Champions 
League matches. Europol 
has stated that 425 referees, 
players, club officials, and 
serious criminals from more 
than 15 countries are alleged to 
have been in on the act.
Facts are still trickling 
through for public 
consumption, but it seems 
that not only games have been 
fixed; the 2022 World Cup to 
be hosted by Qatar has been 
cast into doubt, along with it, 
the 2018 World Cup and 2014 
World Cup by Russia and 
Brazil respectively. The USA 
(2022) and England (2018) 
both submitted bids that, in 
a logical world, should have 
won, but for some mysterious 
reason, didn’t. It’s gotten so 
ridiculous that some have 
questioned South Africa’s 
hosting of the World Cup back 
in 2010. FIFA is having a rough 
go of it these days.
But why should anyone 
be surprised? This is soccer 
after all. Match-fixing is as 
much a part of the game as 
diving Italians. Tales of teams 
throwing games routinely pop 
up over the years and FIFA 
has, more or less, always been 
viewed as corrupt anyway. 
Everyone already knew that 
the Qatar bid was going to 
win the 2022 World Cup, and 
everyone knew that the USA’s 
bid should have taken it. The 
States already had a solid fan 
base, the necessary stadiums, 
and very little to do in terms of 
upgrades. Qatar, on the other 
hand, has exceptionally deep 
pockets. The USA really had 
no chance.
Despite none of this World 
Cup news being a shock, 
it is still disturbing. Before 
these latest tidbits broke out, 
fans could still pretend that 
everything was rosy and they 
were just being overly cynical 
of the system. Rumours are 
just rumours. You can’t hang 
someone without proof. And 
yes, currently the shadow cast 
over the World Cup bids can 
still be classified as nothing 
more than a rumour, but 
a case is steadily growing. 
On a related note, anyone 
who follows soccer realizes 
that there are some games 
that are rigged, but it was 
always assumed that match-
fixing took place primarily 
in lesser-known leagues or 
Italy. However, with Europol 
revealing that even a match 
in England was influenced, 
everything has been cast 
into doubt. The qualifying 
games being fixed is troubling 
more still. I’ve always made 
cracks about the recent 
Italian and Spanish titles as 
being predetermined, but 
the thought that there may 
be more than just the bitter 
musings of an Irish fan to such 
accusations isn’t a pleasant 
thought.
FIFA, and soccer in 
general, needs to get a handle 
on things quickly. When a fan 
can’t trust in the authenticity 
of the action on the pitch, the 
game loses its magic. It’s time 
for corruption to cash out.
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
Royals Roundup
The beautiful game rears its ugly head
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By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ee925OTFBCA 
 
It’s great to laugh at other people’s problems. Here is a little 
clip from one of TV’s most depressing reality shows called 
Intervention; this clip should make you feel empathetic 
towards the family being featured, but I personally can’t stop 
laughing. If you really like the clip you will love it even more 
when you watch it auto-tuned to “I Will Always Love You” 
by Whitney Houston, so search for “Best Cry Ever (auto-
tuned) the Bodyguard version” and let the laughing ensue! 
Toonies’ little sibling 
the ‘tweenie’ coming 
to circulation this fall
By Keating Smith, Money Bags
The Honourable Minister of Finance Jim Flaherty 
announced early last week that 
the Royal Canadian Mint will 
be creating a new monetary 
denomination for Canada 
coined as the “tweenie.” Using 
all the pennies collected by 
financial institutions across the 
nation, the Royal Canadian Mint 
in Ottawa will simply tack weld 
the pennies together in order to 
create the new coin. Criticism 
from Elizabeth May was heard 
earlier last week in the House of 
Commons, calling the new coin 
“sexist” due to its Euclidean 
geometric shape resembling 
the outline of two breasts. 
NDP’s Thomas Mulcair cited 
the new coin as a resemblance 
of a Moose’s scrotum due to 
its brown colour, indirectly 
supporting May’s argument in 
the House of Commons. 
“This is just another one 
of Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s misogynistic ploys 
he is using on Canadians, only 
this time it involves a coin his 
party has deemed detrimental 
to the Canadian economy,” said 
May in an exclusive interview 
with The Other Press. The new 
coin is rumored to have a 
design that incorporates every 
aspect that defines Canadian 
culture as it is today. The 
themes slated to be included 
on the new coin include failed 
environmental policies, aging-
military infrastructure, foreign 
ownership of natural resources, 
and Harper’s face replacing that 
of Queen Elizabeth II on the 
back. 
This isn’t the first time 
Canada’s denominations 
have faced criticism recently. 
The country’s new polymer 
bills have been faced with a 
multitude of problems 
from jamming ATM 
machines to melting 
in prolonged 
exposure to 
sunlight. Older 
Canadians 
may also 
recall the 
trend many 
indulged in 
when the 
two-dollar 
toonie coin 
was released 
during the 
mid ‘90s where 
people attempted 
to remove the 
middle section of 
the coin by any means 
possible.
“The tweenie is just another 
innovative way of keeping 
Canada’s economy strong 
during a global recession and 
we cannot let millions of dollars 
in zinc and copper go to waste,” 
said Harper. 
Harper’s initial plan was to 
drop all remaining pennies 
collected in 
the country off of 
the iconic CN tower 
in Toronto to determine 
whether they would make 
an impact on objects or the 
pavement below the 553-meter 
tower. 
 Yet another guaranteed 
wallet wrecker, the tweenie 
is slated to enter circulation 
towards the end of the year.  
Royal Canadian Mint to create new coin
Using all the pennies collected by financial institutions across 
the nation, the Royal Canadian Mint in Ottawa will simply tack 
weld the pennies together in order to create the new coin. 
FUNDRAISER
Print Futures: Professional Writing
Chocolates for Sale
Delicious milk and dark chocolate covered almonds, dark chocolate caramel, mint  
 $3 per box, in the DC concourse:
Thursday February 21st           11-3pm
Tuesday February 26th              1-5pm
Thursday February 28th           11-3pm
The Print Futures: Professional Writing program’s soon-to-be graduates are raising funds for their 
upcoming portfolio show and we would be grateful for your help. 
For more information about the Print Futures: Professional Writing program and the portfolio show 
please go to:   
http://www.douglas.bc.ca/programs/print-futures.html
We thank you for your support.
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Diary of a Zombie Lover
Lucy’s Diary: DO NOT READ!!!
September 1, 2020
I saw another one of them across the street 
today. I’m going to name him Fransisco. 
Even though he had some poor dumb-ass’ 
intestines in his mouth, he was still so hot! 
If he didn’t eat people, I would be all over 
that.  Believe it or not, cannibalism is a real 
turnoff for me. Yeah, I know I shouldn’t 
write this down, but I can’t help that I 
love almost everything about zombies. 
From their slow walk and groaning, to the 
gurgling noises they make. So badass. I 
sure hope my human boyfriend doesn’t 
find this. If you’re reading this, Bill, haven’t 
you heard of privacy? Also, stop snoring in 
your sleep. You sound like a zombie who’s 
totally not hot. Also, I think we should start 
seeing other people
September 2, 2020
Nobody gets me; not even my trigger-
happy dictator of a dad. He loves killing 
zombies. I mean, it’s actually fun for him. I 
know because he told me. I wish Fransisco 
would come and eat him. I wonder how 
he’s doing…
September 3, 2020
Bill, I’m sorry I convinced you to go outside 
the barrier to search for food. RIP. I found 
Fransisco again today at the edge of the safe 
zone. He actually ate Bill! Hope he didn’t 
taste too bad. Fransisco’s eyes were all white 
and determined. Something about him was 
different. He didn’t chase after me like he 
normally did. He just stood there, staring at 
me. I tried to get closer to him but he kept 
moving away from me. Maybe he doesn’t like 
my beautiful, blonde hair.
September 4, 2020
Fransisco’s eyes are changing. They’re 
becoming greener than my new hair dye. 
He’s become completely docile and he even 
listened to me. I told him to eat my dad for 
me. Of course, I had to use the scraps of Bill 
that I took home yesterday. I’m starting to 
feel like I’ve done something significant, but I 
have yet to find out.
September 5, 2020
I wonder what Fransisco’s thinking-
AAAAA…(Contributor’s note~ Lucy’s diary was 
later found at the wall. The pages were all torn up 
and bloody. Her family said that Lucy’s diary was 
a part of her; now the diary will always have a part 
of Lucy.)
With files from Steven Cayer

